THE LINDE GROUP

Bosch Solar contract reinforces Linde’s position as leading PV gas supplier

Munich, 20th October 2009 - Linde Nippon Sanso (LNS), a company of The Linde Group,
hasbeenawardedalong-termcontracttosupply gasesforBoschSolar'snew manufacturingsiteinErfurt, Germany.
Undertheturnkeycontract, Lindewillprovidehighpuritynitrogenfromanon-siteairseparationunitandbulkoxygen.
BoschSolar, aDivisionofBosch Group producescrystalline Sisolarcellsattheirsitein Arnstadt near Erfurt, Thuringia,
Germany.

Formerly known as ersol, the Bosch Erfurt site is expanding with investment of more than 530 million Euro for the
construction of a completely new facility to manufacture crystalline silicon solar cells. The facility was officially
inauguratedin March 2009 and, when fully ramped, the overall capacity of the site will reach 630 MWp (megawatt
peak).The project is partly funded by the European Union and will create a significant number of new jobs.

“This latest contract further strengthens our relationship with Bosch, a leader in both thin-film and crystalline
photovoltaic (PV) production,” says Andreas Guenther, President Linde Nippon Sanso. “We already supply Bosch
Solaratthissitein Arnstadt withspecialty gases, aswellasawiderange of gasestoBosch’s nearby thin-filmfacility.”

Overthepastfouryearslindehasbuiltaleadingpositioningasesandchemicalsupplytobothcrystallineandthin-film
silicon PV module manufacturers, in key markets including Germany, Spain, Italy, China, Taiwan and India. To date,
Lindehaspartneredcustomersonprojectswithatargetcapacity of morethan6GWp (gigawattpeak), withEuropean
customers contributing 2GWp of that total. Linde is already well established as a key material supplierin the Erfurt
area throughits turnkey supply contract with thin-film PV manufacturer Masdar.

Lindeiscommittedtotechnologiesandproductsthatunitethegoalsofcustomervalueandsustainabledevelopment.
By encouraging the thin-film PV manufacturers to examine the carbon footprint of each step of the manufacturing
and supply chain, Linde is helping to both reduce costs and move the industry towards achieving green parity.

About The Linde Group

ThelindeGroupisaworldleadinggasesandengineeringcompany withalmost50,000employeesworkinginaround
100 countries worldwide. Inthe 2008 financial yearitachieved sales of 12.7 billion Euro. The strategy of The Linde
Groupisgearedtowardssustainableearnings-basedgrowthandfocusesontheexpansionofitsinternationalbusiness
with forward-looking products and services. Linde acts responsibly towards its shareholders, business partners,
employees, societyandthe environment-ineveryone ofits businessareas, regionsandlocations across the globe.
Lindeiscommittedtotechnologiesandproductsthatunitethegoalsofcustomervalueandsustainabledevelopment.

For more information, see The Linde Group website at www.linde.com.



